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The Nation's already large school population is
continuing to increase, particularly at the elemen-
tary school level. In October 1952, the number of
persons 5 to 29 years old enrolled in school reached
31.8 million, representing an increase of 1.4 mil-~
-jon over the preceding year and of 4.2 million over

» preceding five years, according to the results
or a sample survey announced today by Robert W,
Burgess, Director, Bureau of the Census, Department
of Commerce. Information from other sources 1indi-
cates & further increase of about 1% million in the
number of children of elementary school age, 6 to 13
years old, between October 1952 and October 1953 but
only a slight increase 1in the number of persons of
high school age, 14 to 17 years old.

Orf the 31.8 million enrolled persons 5 to 29
years old in 1952, 22.8 million were 1n elementary
school, 7.2 million were in high school, and 1.9
million were in college, (An additional 1.4 million
children were enrolled in kindergarten and O.6 mil-
lion persons were attending special schools such as
trade schools and business colleges.) About 1 mil-
lion of the 1.4 million increase since the preceding
year occurred in the age group 5 to 13 years and re-
flects the upsurge 1in births which occurred 1in the
1940's., Between the ages of 7 and 13 years, school
attendance 1s compulsory in nearly all States; at
these ages, about 99 percent of the population were
enrolled, At the ages of 16 and 17 years, about 73
percent of the population were enrolled in 1952, com-
pared with about 68 percent in 1947, At the ages of
20 to 24 years, about 10 percent were enrolled,

puring the past decade about half of the young
~~ple 1n the United States have completed a full
algh school education, whereas a generation earlier

~

of the civilian population 14 years old and over were published in

October 1952.," Additional data on
October 1952")

about half of the young people had not advanced be-
yond elementary school, The population 25 to 34
years old in 1952 had completed an average (median)
of about 12 years of school; those 55 years old and
over had completed an average of only 8 years.
During the flve years Dbetween 1947 and 1952, the
number of college graduates 1living in the United
States increased rapidly, from about 4,7 million in
1947 to 6,7 million in 1952,

Illiteracy in the United States continued at a
low level. In 1952 only about 2.5 percent of the
population 14 yeers old and over could not both read
and write, Illiterate persons were generally found’
in the older age groups.

Since the statistics presented 1n this report
are estimetes based on sample surveys, they are sub-
Ject to sampling variabllity., If use 1s made of the
smaller figures or of small differences between fig-
ures based on the survey, particular care should be
exercised as explained below 1n the section on
"Source and rellabllity of the estimates.,"

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Age and sex.--Of the 3.8 million chlldren 5
years old in October 1952, about 0,8 million, or 22
percent, were enrolled in school and 1.4 million, or
36 percent, were enrolled 1n kindergarten; of the
3.0 million 6-yeer-olds, 2,9 million, or 95 perceht,
were enrolled in school and only about 2 percent
were enrolled in kindergarten., (See tables 1 and8,)
About 99 percent of all children 7 to 13 years old
(a combulsory school age group in nearly all States)
were enrolled in school 1in October 1952, according
to the survey. Among persons 14 and 15 years old,
about 96 percent were enrolled in school, but the
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enrollment rates for succeeding age groups diminished
sharply. About 73 percent of those 16 and 17 years
old were enrolled, 29 percent of those 18 and 19
years old, - 10 percent of those 20 to 24, 3 percent
of those 25 to 29, and only about 1 percent of those
30 to 34 years old.

A comparison of .enrollment rates for meales
with those for females shows little difference for
the age groups under 18 years. .In the older age
groups, however, males had & substantially higher
enrollment rate; the rate for males was about 1%
times the rate for females in the age group 18 and
19 years, and about 3or4 times the rate for females
in the group 20 to 34 years old., The higher rates
for men 1in the older age groups reflect the enroll-
ment of veterans of military service.

Comparisons with ‘earlier dates.--As indicated
below, there have been large changes . during recent
years in the number of persons of each age who were
enrolled in school. These have had a very consid-
erable impact on the Nation's school system, At
elementary school ages, the changes reflected simply
the increase in population, ‘

In October 1952, there were approximately
840,000 children 5 years old enrolled in school,
representing an increase of about 260,000 over the
number for October 1951, (See table 1l,) The
2,900,000 6~year-olds who were 1in school 1in 1952
represented an increase of about 270,000 over the
corresponding number 1in the previous year, and of
about 530,000 over the number in 1947, These in-
creases reflect population growth as a consequence
of the many births occurring in the years shortly
after World Wer II. Between October 1947 and Octo-
ber 1952, the enrolled population in the age group 7
to 13 years increased by about 3.1 million to 18.4
million, with about 470,000 of the increase occurring
between 1951 and 1952.

The 8.6 million children 7 to 9 years old en-
rolled 1in school 1in October 1952 was 1.7 million
greater than in October 1947, Almost no change oc-
curred between 1951 and 1952, however, This situ-
ation is due to the fact that the age group 7 to 9
years in both these years reflected similar numbers
of children born in the early years of the 1940's,
whereas the children 7 to 9 years o0ld back in
1947 reflected births 1in years of somewhat lower
_fertility.

Among children 10 to 13 years old 1in October
1952, the number enrolled was 9.8 million, - an in-
crease of 1.4 million over the figure for October
1947. This increase reflects the large number of
children born near the beginning of the 1940 decade,
wvho are novw generally in the higher elementary
school grades.

Between 1947 and 1952, enrollments increased by
about 510,000 for those 14 and 15 years old and

190,000 for those 16 and 17 years old, despite }‘f
fact that the latter group actually showed a ac-
crease 1n population during that period. Relatively
more persons 1in these age groups 1in 1952 were con-
tinuing their education to higher levels, The in-
creasing proportion of persons enrolled may reflect
the upward trend of family incomes, more stress by
employers on their employees' having at least a high
school education, expanded andmore accessible school
facilities, and stricter enforcement of compulsory
attendance laws,

In October 1952, there were 630,000 men 20 to
24 years old enrolled in school, a decline of about
a third from the 947,000 in the postwar peek year of
1947, The general decline in enrollment of men ' in
these ages since 1947 probably reflects the gradual
exhaustion of educational rights of veterans under
the World war II "GI Bill," the fact that the right
to enroll for the first time under the bill had ex~
pired, and the passing of World War II veterans into
the older age groups. Although the number of World

- War II veterans enrolled in school diminished some-

what between 1951 and 1952, there was an increase in
the enrollment of nonveterans. Furthermore, veterans
had educational privileges under the "Korean GI
B111" for the <first time; hence the numbsr of en-
rolled men 20 to 24 years old was about the same in
1951 and 1952, (See table 3,)

'

Only about one-half as many women &s men 20 .
24 years old were attending school in October 1952,
and about one-fourth as many women as men 25 to 34
years of age were enrolled. These, however, repre-
sent larger proportions thean in October 1947. The
fact that enrollment of women diminishes more rap-
idly +than that of men at the older ages probably
reflects, to a large extent, differences between the
sexes with regard to their future plans, Women tend
to marry at a younger age than men and a larger pro- .
portion of men enter professional and managerial
positions which usually require long periods of ed-
ucational training,

As may be seen from table A, the percentage en-
rolled in school has remained fairly constent since
1945 for persons 6 to 13 years old. The small fluc-
tuations which occurred formed no special pattern
and may be accounted for by sampling variability.
The ages of compulsory school attendance are from 7
to 16 years, according to the laws of & majority of
the States; but many local cities within these
States, as well as some entire States, require chil-
dren 6 years old to attend school, Attendance at
all ages, but particularly at older ages, is arffected
by some exceptions for physical disability, dis-
tance from school, graduation fromelementary school,
and seasonal farm labor. Hence, the percentage en-
rolled in school 1s highest, about 99 percent, fo™*—
ages 7 to 13 years, The data in table A indicate .
general increase since 1945 1in the percent enrolled
among persons 14 to 19 years old; one of the largest
increases took place among persons in the high school
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\iges of 16 and 17 years, where there has been a rise
_from about 65 percent in 1945 to about 73 percent in
1952, Only 4 percent of the persons 20 to 24 years
0ld were enrolled in school 1n 1945, as compared
with about 9 or 10 percent each year since 1946;

many veterans have been attending schools and col-
leges with aid received under the "GI Bills" of World
War II and of the Korean conflict. In the prewar
year of 1940, only about 7 percent of those 20 to 24
years old were enrolled,

Table A.--PERCENT OF THE CIVILIAN NONINSTITUTIONAL POPULATION 5 TO 24 YEARS OLD ENROLLED IN SCHOOL, BY AGE,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: OCTOBER 1945 TO 1952

Total, 7 to 10 to 14 and 16 and 18 and 20 to
Year 5 to 24 || 5 yearst | 6 years® 9 13 15 17 19 2%
years years years years years years years

66.9 2.2 95.1 98.7 98.9 " 96 .4 73.4 28.8 9.7

65.6 18.9 93.1 99.0 99.2 9.8 74.9 26.2 8.6

63.9 20.8 94.9 98.9 98.5 9.8 7.3 2.7 9.2

62.3 21.6 95.2 98.5 98.7 93.5 69.5 25.3 9.2

61.2 21.6 93.4 98.3 98.0 92.7 7.2 26.9 9.7

60.6 25.4 93.8 98.4 98.6 91.6 67.6 4.3 10.2

—- 611 32.3 93.8 98.1 98.3 92.8 66.7 2.5 10.1

64.0 28.3 93.2 98.2 98.0 92.1 64.9 20.7 3.9

1 Enrollment figures for 1946 and 1945 include varying proportions attending kindergarten;

beginning in 1947.

Urban and rural residence.--With one exception,
the proportion enrolled in school for each age group
was generally highest in urban areas, intermediate in
rural-nonfarm areas, &and least in rural-farm areas,
(See table 1.) The exception was in the compulsory
school attendance ages of 7 to 13 years where both
urban and rural-nonfarm areas had enrollment rates
of about 99 percent; rural-farm areas were not far

\behind with a rate of about 96 percent, as a result
of some fallures to attend for reasons of seasonal
farm labor, distance from school, etc., In the later
high school ages of 16 and 17 years, about 77 percent
of the youths in urban areas and about 75 percent in
rursl-nonfarm areas were enrolled, compared with
about 62 percent in rural-farm areas. (The figures
of 77 percent and 75 percent are not significantly
different.) In the college ages of 20 to 24 years,
about 12 percent of those 1in urban areas were en-
rolled, as compared with about 5 percent in rural
areas, Some persons from rural areas were living in
urban aress in order to attend college, but the
effect of this was minimized by instructions to enu-
merators to enumerate unmerried students at the home
of their families when the students were 1living away

from home while attending college, (In the 1950
Census, all college students were enumerated at

their school residence. In the Current Population
Surveys, only married college students are counted
at the school residence.)

Color.--A comparison of the enrollment rates
for 1952 suggests a tendency for rates among non-
whites to be sbout the same as for whltes for the
age groups below 14 years of age,. (See table 2.)
Other surveys also indicate that there has been a
tendency in recent years for whites and nonwhites to
start school at nearly the same age and for nearly

., the same proportion +to remain in school until they
have passed through the compulsory attendance ages.

Veteran stetus.--The number of male veterans of
World War II who were enrolled in school continued

such children were excluded

to decline but in 1952 still represented about 34
percent of all enrolled men 20 to 34 years old; the
corresponding proportion was 91 percent in the peak
year of 1947, About 330,000 veterans were enrolled
in 1952 compared with 1.2 million 1n 1947, (See
tables 3 and 4.) The older average age of the vet-
erans in 1952 than in 1947 was reflected in the fact

~ that at the later date most of the enrolled veterans
were 25 years old and over whereas in 1947 most were
in the group 20 to 24 years. An increase in enroll=-
ment of young nonveterans partly offset the decline
in enrollment of veterans of World war II, with the
result that total enrollment of men 20 to 34 years
old was about 1.0 million 1in 1952, compared with
about 1.4 million in 1947.

Veterans of service since July 1950 who were
enrolled 1n school 1in 1952 numbered about 70,000,
of whom about 36,000 were also veterans of World
war II.

Type of school--Acceleration and retardation.--
There were 22.8 million persons 5 to 34 years old
enrolled in elementary schools in October 1952; about
7.2 million were in high schools and 2.0 million in
colleges or professional schools. (See table 4.)
Approximately equal proportions of males and females
were attending elementary and high schools, but
nearly twice as many men as women were enrolled in
college.

The proportion of persons of a given age who
are enrolled 1in a type of school above or below the
level normally expected for that age is a rough in-
dication of relative "acceleration" or "retardation"
in educetion.  Approximately 98 percentof all chil-
dren 5 to 13 years old enrolled in school (exclud-

" ing those 1in kindergarten) were in their normal
type of school, that is, 1n elementary school; 84
percent of those 14 to 17 years old enrolled were
in high school; and 78 percent of those -18 to 29
years old enrolled were im.college. Acceleration is



represented by the 2 percent of enrolled children of
elementary school age (5 to 13 years) who were in
high school, and by the 2 percent of the enrolled
persons of high school age (14 to 17 years) who were
in college. Retardation is indicated by the 15 per-
cent of enrolled persons of high school age who were
in elementary school, and by the 22 percent of en-
rolled persons of college age (18 to 29 years) who
were in high school or elementary school.

Among persons of high school age, there was
greater retardation among males than females., Ap-
proximately 17 percent of enrolled males 14 to 17
years old were in elementary school as compared with
12 percent of the females 1in the same age group.
For the college ages, special care must be exercised
in the interpretation of figures by sex, since en-
rolled females 18 to 29 years of age are much more
concentrated among those 18 and 19 years old than in
the case of males., Retardation in school was found
to be reletively greatest in rural-farm areas and
least in urban areas, (See tables 5 and 6.) As
might have been expected, 1in the larger urban areas
more of the -enrolled persons of college age were
- actually attending college. Thus, 86 percent of the
persons 18 to 24 years old enrolled in school in ur-
banized areas were attending college, as compared
with only 68 percent 1in other urban aress. Each
urbanized area includes at least one city of 50,000
inhabitants or more and its surrounding closely
settled urban fringe.

A higher degree of retardation exists among
nonwhites than among whites. (See table 7.) Among
enrolled children 14 to 17 years old, 37 percent
of the nonwhites were in elementary school as com-
pared with 12 percent of the whites. Also, 47 per=-
cent of the enrolled nonwhites 18 to 24 years old
were in high school as compared with 21 percent for
whites.

There are many factors which may account for
either acceleration or retardation., Among them are
"skipping" grades and failure to be promoted, start-
ing school at an abnormelly early or late age, and
missing terms because of sickness, service in the
Armed Forces, and temporary employment. A much more
refined study of acceleration and retardation can be
made from 1950 Census data which have been published
in Series P<C on single years of age by single grades
of school in which enrolled.

Public and private schools,.,--Among children 5
and 6 years old enrolled 1in kindergarten in October
1952, about 1 in 5 were enrolled in private schools,
(See table 8.) Among students in elementary school,
the corresponding proportion in private schools was
1 in 9; among high school students, 1 in 11; and
among college students, 1 in 2. (See table 9.)

Special schools.-~In October 1952, the number
of persons 14 to 29 years old attending "special"
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schools,? who were not also attending elementary/
school, high school, or college, was about 480,000.
(See table 10.) This represents a decrease of about
220,000 from the October 1951 Tfigure of 700,000.
Much of the decrease can be accounted for by a drop
in the number of veterans enrolled 1in special
schools. About 120,000 male veterans 20 to 29 years
old were in special schools in 1952 as compared with
300,000 in 1951,

About equal proportions of males and females
were enrolled in special schools 1in 1952, Since
enrollment 1in special schools was confined almost
completely to persons at age 18 and over, attendance
at special schools probably represents mostly study
after gradustion from high school.

The 440,000 persons 18 to 29 years old attend-
ing special schools in October 1952 may be compared
with the approximately 2,260,000 persons of the
same age enrolled in "regular' schools. Thus, about
one-sixth of those 1in this age range pursuing fur-
ther education were attending a school outside the
regular school system. The ratio of attendance at
special schools: to enrollment 1in regular schools
ranged from 1 to 7 among those 18 to 24 years old,
to 1 to 2 in the group 25 to 29 years old.

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Data on educational attainment are given in
this report for the population 14 years old and over,
It should be noted, however, that the population 14
to 24 years old 1includes many youths and young
adults whao were.still attending school at the time
of the survey, whereas the population 25 years old
and over Iincludes mainly persons who have completed
their formal schooling.

Age and sex.--By October 1952, persons 14 to
17 years old had completed an average (median) of
9.5 years of school. (See table 11,) (Since about
85 percent of persons in this age group were still
enrolled in school in 1952, according to table 4, the
highest grade of school completed was usually the
grade below the one in which they were enrolled.)
Persons 18 to 24 years old had completed about 12
years of school,

For persons 25 years old and over, there was a
pattern of increasing educational attainment at
successively younger ages. The data indicate that
the average person 65 years old or over, who had
probably received most of his education about two
generations ago, was an elementary school graduvate
(median of 8.2 years); the average person 45 to 54
years old, who probably received most of his school-
ing more than one generation ago, had completed one

-
‘

schools or business colleges, See

1 Generally trade

° the section on "Definitions and explanations" for a fuller

statement,



\\vear of high school (median of 9.0 years); and the
average person 25 to 34 years of age, - who completed
his education 1in the past decade, was a high school
graduate (median of 12.2 years).

For each level of school, the highest percent-
age of persons 25 yearé old and cver who had com-
pleted that 1level or more was at the youngest ages
and the lowest percentage at the oldest ages. Thus,
persons completing at least elementary school ranged
from about 89 percent of those 25 to 29 years old to
about 55 percent of those 65 years old and over,
persons completing at least high school ranged from
about 57 percent of those 25 to 29 years old to about
18 percent of those 65 years old and over, and
persons completing 4 years or more of college ranged
from about 10 percent of those 25 to 29 years old
to only 4 percent of those 65 years old and over,

At the lower end of the attainment scale, it is
estimated that about 1 percent of persons 25 to 29
years old had completed no years of schooling, as
compared with 2 percent of those 45 to 54 years old
and 6 percent of persons 65 years old &and over.
Persons having completed fewer than 5 years of school
(often called "functional illiterates") constituted
about 4 percent of those 25 to 29 years old, 9 per-
cent of those 45 to 54 years old, and 21 percent of
those 65 years old and over,

N

There was & tendency for girls 1in their teens
to have completed about one-half grade more of
school than boys in their teens, But for persons 20
to 24 years old, the difference between the medians
for the two sexes was smaller,

wWomen 25 years old and over, as a group, also
had a somewhat higher median educational attainment
(10.4 years) than men (9.7 years). Among persons
reporting on their attainment, relatively fewer women
than men had completed 1less than 5 years of ele=-
mentary school (8 percent vs,. 1l percent), relatively
more women than men had completed at least elementary
school (78 percent vs. 74 percent), and relatively
more were at least high school graduates (40 percent
vs, 37 percent)., Relatively fewer women than men
were college graduates, however (6 percent vs. 8
percent). Among persons who had completed at least
one year of college, about 52 out of 100 men had
graduated, as compared with 43 out of 100 women.

Urban and rural residence.--The median number
of school years completed hy persons 25 years old
and over in October 1952 veried by urban-rural res-
idence. Persons 1in urban areas had the highest
median educational attainment (10.8 years), those
living in rural-nonfarm areas ranked next (9.7
years), and persons in rural-farm areas ranked lowest
(8.5 years). (See table 12.) Within urcan areas,

\there was no consistent pattern of variation by size
of place. Urbanized areas of less than 250,000
persons had one of the highest medians (11.3 years).

| the 5-year period from about 9,0 years

The lower educational attainment in rural areas
may reflect, in part, a tendency for persons who
remeined in rural areas to have discontinued school-
ing at a lower grade than persons who moved from
rural areas to urban areas. Also, proportionately
more of the high schools and colleges are located in
urban areas, The tendency of the larger urbanized
areas to have slightly lower median educational
attainments than the smaller areas probably reflects
the higher proportion of foreign-born whites and of
nonwhites in the big cities.

. Color.--A comparison of median school years
completed Dby the total and nonwhite population 25
years old and over for 1952 shows significant dif-
ferences., (See tables 11 and 13.) Nonwhite adults
had completed about 7.1 years of school, on the
average, as compared with 10.1 years for all adults;
the median for nonwhite males was about 6,8 years
and for nonwhite females, 7.4 years. For each age
group above 25 years, the median for nonwhites was
considerably smaller than for the total population.
The relative difference, however, was much less among
the younger persons over 25, Thus, for persons 25
to 29 years old, the median was 12.2 years for all
persons and 9.3 years for nonwhites, whereas, for
persons 65 years old and over, the median was 8,2
years for all persons and 3.5 years for nonwhites,

Among youths 18 and 19 years old, about 55 per-
cent of the total population had completed at least
a high school education as compared with 26 percent
for nonwhites; for persons 20 to 24 years old, those
completing at least high school amounted to 59 per-
cent of the total population and 30 percent of the
nonwhite population; and for those 25 years old and
over, 38 percent of all persons and 15 percent of
nonwhites completed at least high school. At the
extremes, 7 percent of all persons 25 and over and
only 2 percent of nonwhites completed 4 or more years
of college; conversely, about 9 percent of the total
population in the age group had less than 5 years of
schooling as compared with 30 percent of the non-
white population.

Changes since 1947.--Between 1947 and 1952 the
median educational attalnment of persons 14 to 24
years old 1increased less than that of persons over
25, (See tablesll and 13 to 15,) For the population
25 years and over, as & group, the median rose during
in 1947 to
about 10,1 years in 1952, Actually, this rise took
place mainly at ages over 30, The most striking
gain appears in estimates for the age group 35 to 44
years, where the median rose by about 1,5 years,
The improvement in the medians for these age groups
reflects, in part, the differences between relatively
poor educational opportunities during the depression
of the 1930's and relatively good educational oppor-
tunities during the prosperous 1940's, The rise at
the older ages reflects progressive expansion of
education in the past; as persons with less schooling
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die or pass on to older ages, they are followed by
persons who have had the advantage of more schooling.

Veteran status.--Despite the fact that the
education of many veterans had been interrupted upon
their entrance 1into the Armed Forces, veterans in
general attained higher 1levels of school by 1952
than had nonveterans of comparable age. (See table
16.) For example, veterans of Wworld War II in ages
between 25 and 44 years had completed an average of
about 12 years of school as compared with an average
of about 10 years among nonveterans 1in these ages.,
The results are affected by the selective process

whereby the Armed Forces tended to eliminate persons'

in the lowest educational levels and thus to raise
the average Tfor the veteran group. Still another
important factor 1s the advantage of educational
privileges under the "GI Bill" used by many veterans
‘after completing their service.

ILLITERACY

Approximately 2.8 million persons 14 years old
and over in October 1952 were illiterate, that 1is,
were unable to read and write either in English or
in any other language. The illiterate population
comprised 2.5 percent of all persons 14 years old
and over. (See table 17.) The population 14 years
of age and over increased by about 4 million (more
than 3 percent) in the five years following the
October 1947 survey, but the number of 1lliterates
remained approximately the same,

Age and sex.--The rate of 1illiteracy 1in 1952
tended to be higher 1n each successively older age
group, ranging from about 1 percent for persons 14
to 24 years old to about 7 percent for those 65 years
0ld and over., The lower rates among younger persons
reflect the prdgress that has Dbeen made over the
years in expanding educational opportunities. The
concentration of illiterates at the older ages is
due, 1in part, also to the aging of the foreign-born
population with its higher rate of illiteracy. The
median age of the 1lliterate population is 56 years
as compared -with 40 years for all persons 14 years
old and over,

There were proportionately fewer 1lliterates
among females than males in 1952 and this pattern
tended to preveil in the various age and residence
groups. Approximetely 3 percent of all males 14
years old and over were illiterate as compared with
2 percent for females,

Urban and rural residence.,--The rate of 111it-
eracy among the farm population (6 percent) was about
three times as great as the rate among the nonfarm
population (2 percent). There are many factors which
may be cited as probable reasons for this wide vari-
ation., It 1s likely, for instance, that the general
decrease for several decades 1in the proportion of
the population on farms 1involved the movement of
persons from farms who had attained a higher educa-

tional level, on the average, than those who re--
mained. In addition, because of the nature of work
on family farms, many farm children may have dropped\
out of school to work at home before they had at-
tended school long enough to learn to read and write.
These factors, combined with the inaccessibility of
schools 1in some rural areas, probably accounts for
the ma jor part of the difference in illiteracy rates
in the different residence groups.

In urben areas the rate of 1lliteracy was ap-
proximately the same for males and females, Among
farm persons, the proportion of 1lliterate males was
almost twice that for females--7 percent as compared
with 4 percent.

Color.~--Approximately 10 out of every 100 non-
white persons 1n 1952 were illiterate as compared
with 2 out of every 100 white persons. The 111it-
eracy rates for the nonwhite population ranged, how-
ever, from 4 percent for persons 14 to 24 years old
to 33 percent for persons 65 years old and over.
These facts indicate both the past improvement and
the potential future improvement in the over-all 1l1-
literacy rate for nonwhites. Yet at present a wide
difference still exists between the 1illiteracy rates
of whites and nonwhites, Furthermore, the differ-
ence between the 1lliteracy rates of nonwhite males
and females tended to be greater, age for age, than
that between white males and females. P

Years of school completed.--In October 1952,
the question on 1lliteracy was asked of all persons
who had completed less than 6 years of school. It
was assumed that practically all persons who were
illiterate would fall in this group. The proportion
reported. as illiterate ranged from about 78 percent
of all persons having no formal schooling to only
1 percent of those with 5 years of schooling. (See
tables 18 and 19.) Furthermore, the proportion il-
literate 1n each sex, color, and residence group
tended to decrease sharply &s the number of years of
schoo), completed increased. There 1s evidence that
many persons beyond the customary school ages have
learned to read and write by some means, perhaps
often without the benefit of formal training at a
school,

Estimates of 1lliteracy for 1950.--In each cen-
sus from 1870 through 1930 the Bureau of the Census
collected data on the literacy of the population 10
years old and over, Any person who was not able to
read and write, elther in English or in some other
language, was classified as 1lliterate. In 1950 as
in 1940, however, 1n order to obtain a more compre-
rensive plcture of the educational level of the pop-
ulation, information was obtained on the highesg
grade of school completed as a substitute for data
on 1lliteracy.

It is difficult to define 1lliteracy Tfor an
individual in terms of the number of years of school
completed; thus, data from the 1952 and 1947 surveys



\ show that the completion of no one particular greade
of school corresponds to the attainment of literacy.
This fact may stem in part from such factors as vari-
ation in methods of teaching and individual differ-
ences in learning abilities, as well as variation in
responses to the survey questions, Also some persons
learn to read and write without the benefit of formal
education., As pointed out above, however, there is
a well-established pattern 1in the.general relation-
ship between grade of school completed and 11lit-
eracy for the population as a whole,

By making use of this pattern of relationships
the estimated number and proportion illiterate were
computed as of the date of the 1950 Census (April
1950)--a date midway between the dates of the Octo-
ber 1952 and October 1947 surveys, An average of
the rates of illiteracy obtained from these two sur-
veys for each age-sex group having completed a given
grade of school was applied to the same age—sex—
grade-completed group shown 1In the 1950 Census of
Population, Volume II. A summary of the results is
shown in table B.

Table B.--ESTIMATES OF ILLITERACY, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 AND 1940
Both sexes Male, 1950 Female, 1950
1950 1940 Illiterate Illiterate
Age
Illiterate Illiterate Total Per. Total Per
Total Total Number > Number >
2 Per- Per- cent cent
\ N T cent Number cent
Total, 14 and over....| 111,703,400| 3,623,000| 3.2|101,102,924| 4,218,000| 4.2} 54,601,105 1,966,000 3.6| 57,102,295| 1,657,000| 2.9
14 10 24 yearS.....eveenee 24,219,920 452,000/ 1.9 26,327,088 552,000 2.1} 11,972,755 266,000| 2.2 12,247,165 186,000( 1.5
25 10 34 years.....cceeoes 23,641,395 425,000 1.8 21,339,026 506,000 2.4 11,467,290 242,0000 2.1| 12,174,105 183,000| 1.5
35 to 44 years.......oeeen 21,239,845 487,000 2.3| 18,333,220 734,000 4.0( 10,402,195 286,000| 2.7| 10,837,650 201,000 1.9
45 to 54 years....eeeeeens 17,172,120 577,000f 3.4| 15,512,071 895,000 5.8 8,484,515 298,000 3.5| 8,687,605 279,000| 3.2
55 40 64 years....eseeoeee 13,173,270 750,000 5.7 | 10,572,205 741,000( 7.0(| 6,540,100 400,000| 6.1| 6,633,170 350,000| 5.3
65 years and OVer...,ec... 12,256,850 932,000 7.6 9,019,314 791,000{ 8.8|| 5,734,250 473,000| 8.2] 6,522,600 458,000 7.0

A comparison of the 1lliteracy rates for 1952,
1950, and 1947 shows that the 1950 flgures are some-
_what higher than the others, This difference may be
explained in large part by the inclusion of the in-
stitutional population in the 1950 data but not in
those for 1952 or 1947; the institutional population
undoubtedly contained a relatively large proportion
of illiterates., All members of the Armed Forces in
continental United States were included in 1950 but
only a part of them in 1952 and 1947; the influence
of this difference 1in coverage on the rates of
i1literacy shown is thought to have been quite small
and in the opposite direction. In addition, there
was a difference in wording of the educational at-
tainment questions in 1952 and 1950, on the one hand,
and in 1947, on the other hand, as is explained in
the section of '"Definitions and explanations." The
new wording used in 1952 and 1950 tended to make
many persons report fewer years of school completed
than they would have reported under the old wording.
This may, in turn, have had some effect on the il-
literacy rates shown. There may also be some varia-
tion in responses obtained in censuses and surveys,
arising from many causes, such as the thoroughness
of the enumerator in explaining concepts or in making
callbacks when a respondent other than the person
concerned is not sure of the facts.

The figures for 1940 shown in table B are
reprinted from table 4 of the Current Population
‘Reports, Serles P-20, No. 20, and are based on a
method of estimation which is not strictly comparable
with that for 1950, In preparing the 1940 estimates,
the 1lliteracy rates for 1947 were applied to cor-
responding age—sex—grade-completed groups shown 1n
the 1940 Census of Population, Volume IV, In pre-

paring the 1950 estimates, the 1lliteracy rates for
two dates centering on April 1950 were applled, as
explained above. Since there has been a secular
trend teoward lower 1illiteracy rates, with many of
the rates within attainment classes showing declines
from 1947 to 1952, 1t 1s reasonable to believe that
the i1lliteracy rates shown for 1940 may be slightly
lower than they would have been 1f they had been
pvased on data for a year (or combination of years)
nearer to 1940, The magnitude of the error, how=-
ever, is probably small enough so that a comparison
of the figures for 1940 and 1950 is not seriously
affected thereby.

RELATED REPCORTS

School enrollment statistics for October of each
year from 1951 back to 1945 have been published in
the following reports: 1951--Series P-20, No. 40;
1950--Series P-20, No. 34; 1949--Series P-20, No. 30;
1948--Series P-20, No. 24; 1947--Series P-20, No, 19;
1946--Series P-20, No. 1; and 1945--Serles P-§,
No. 9. Enrollment data for April 1947 were pub-
lished in Series P-20, No, 12,

Additional school enrollment data on the popu-
lation 14 years old and over for October 1952 (and
earlier years) are conteined 1in the Bureau of the
Census ‘ report "Employment of Students: October
1952," Series P-50, No, 47.

Data on educational attainment for persons 14
years old and over have been published 1n Current
Population Reports, "Educetional Attainment of the
Civilian Population: April 1947," Serles P-20,
No, 15.
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Final data on school enrollment end educational
attalnment forr States and smaller areas, and for the
United States as a whole, from the 1950 Census ap-
pear in Population Volume II, Characteristics of the
Population, Chapters B and C.

Data on illiterzcy (inability toread and write)
cross-classified by educational attainment based on
the Current Population Survey, were published in the

report "Illiteracy in the United States: October
1947," Serles P-20, No. 20,
Comparehility.--It should be noted, however,

that data on school enrollment and education attain-
ment from the Current Population Survey for 1952 may
differ from 1950 Census data for reasons other than
the differences in the dates. In the first Dplace,
the data for 1962 exclude the institutional popula-
tion and members of the Armed Forces living in bar-
racks on post in the United States. These two groups
‘were included in the 1950 Census. Second, there
were differences 1in field work. The small group of
Current Population Survey enumerators were more eX-
perienced and had more intensive training and super-
vision than the 1large number of temporary census
enumerators and may have more often obtained more
accurate answers from respondents., Third, the en-
rollment data for the two periods differ because the
census was taken in April and relates to enrollment
since Febrvary 1, whereas the survey was taken in
October and reletes to enrollment 1In the \current
term, This difference 1n months of the year also
affects slightly the data on attainment for persons
of school age.

Data on illiteracy obtained in the October 1952
survey will differ very slightly from the October
1947 data, 1in part, because the question on 111it-
eracy in 1952 was asked of all persons who had com-
pleted less than 6 years of school whereas the 1947
illiteracy question was confined to persons com-
pleting less than 5 years of school, Furthermore,
the questions on level of schooling completed dif-
fered in the two surveys as expleined below, There
was probably a greater tendency toward overstatement
of years of school completed in the 1947 survey when
only one question was asked, In the 1952 survey, as
in the 1950 Census, two questions were asked in
order to overcome the exaggerstion of atteinment re-
ported, An overstatement of year of school completed
in 1947 may have resulted 1in a slight underestima-
tion of the number of 1lliterates for that year.

These several types of differences, however,
should not seriously affect the conclusions that
have been drawn from comparisons of the data for
1952, 1950, and 1947.

Data from school systems,--Information onschool
enrollment and educational atteinment is also col=-
lected and published by Federal, State, and local
governmental agencies, and by independent research
organizations. This information 1s obtained from

reports of school systems and instituticns of higher
learning, and from other surveys and censuses. These
data are only roughly comparable with data collected
by the Bureau of the Census by household interviews,
however, because of differences in definitions, sub-
Jject matter covered, +time references, and enumera-
tion methods, To illustrate, for comparable grades,
the enrollment figures of the Bureau of the Census
tend to be 1lower than those 1n the Biennial Survey
of Education conducted by the United States Office
of Education, largely because the census data refer
to shorter time periods and count a person only
once, although he may have attended more than one
school during the reporting period. In the bienniel
survey, some persons are included in the enrollment
figures more than once, such as those enrolled in
both public and private schools and, generally,
those enrolled 1in two different States at any time
during the school year, Furthermore, children en-
rolled in kindergarten are 1included 1in the total
enrollment figures of the Office of Education but
not in those of the Bureau of the Census.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Populetion coverage.--The figures shown for
1947 to 1952 are for the civilian population ex-
cluding the relatively small number of inmetes of
institutions.

Urban and rural residence.--The definition of
urban and rural areas which was used in the October
1952 survey was the same as that used 1n the 1950
Census, but it differed substantially from that used
in surveys and censuses before 1950. According to
the definition that was adopted for use in the 19850
Census, the urban population comprises all persons
living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more
incorporated as cities, boroughs, and villages; (D)
incorporated towns of 2,500 lnhabitants or more, ex-
cept in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, where
"towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties;
(c) the densely settled urban fringe, including both
incorporated and unincorporated srees, around cities
of 50,000 or more; and (d) unincorporated places of
2,500 inhabitents or more outside of any urbean
fringe. The remaining population 1s classified as
rural,

Size of place.--The urben population is classi-~
fied as living in urbanized areas or in urban places
outside urbanized areas. According to the definition
used in the 1950 Census and in the April 1952 Cur-
rent Populetion Survey, the population in urbanized
areas comprises all persons living in (a) cities of
50,000 inh&abltants or more in 1940 or according to a
special census taken between 1940 and 1950; and (Db)
the densely settled urban fringe, including both in-
corporated and unincorporated areas, surrounding
these cities, Residents of urbanized areas were
clessified according to the size of the entire area
rather then by the size of the place 1in which they
lived. The remaining urban population is classified
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~8s living 1in the smaller urban places not in the
urbanized arees,

Farm and nonfarm residence.--The rural popula-
tion 1s subdivided 1nto the rural-farm populetion,
which comprises all rural residents living on farms,
and the rural-nonfarm population,. which comprises
the rermaining rural population. The method of de-
termining farm and nonfarm residence in the October
1952 Current Population Survey 1s the same as that
used 1n the 1950 Census but differs somewhat from
that used in censuses and surveys before 1950, In
the 1950 Census, as in the present survey, persons
on "farms" who were paylng cash rent for their house
and yard only were clessified as nonfarm; further-
more, persons 1in institutions, summer camps, and
tourist courts were clessified.as nonfarm,

Age.--The age classification 1s based on the
age of the person at his last birthday,

Color.--The term '"'color'" refers to the division
of the population 1into two groups, white and non-
white, The nonwhite group includes Negroes, Indians,
Japanese, Chinese, and other nonwhite races.

School enrollment.--The school enrollment sta-
tistics for October 1952 are based on replies to the
enumerator's 1inquiry as to whether ,the person had
been enrolled at any time during the current term or
“school year 1in any type of day or night school,
public, parochial, or other private school 1in the
regular school system. Such schools include elemen-
tary schools (but not kindergartens); high schools
(including Junior and senlor high); and colleges,
universities, and professional schools, Children
enrolled in kindergarten are not included in the en-
rollment figures for '"regular' schools, but are shown
separately., Persons attending "special' schools not
in the regular school system, such as trade schools
or business colleges, are also not included in the
enrollment figures but are shown separately. Persons
enrolled 1n classes which do not require physical
presence in school, such as correspondence courses
or other courses of independent study, and in train-
ing courses given directly on the job, are neither
reported as enrolled 1n school nor included in the
"special' school category.

The datea shown for all the dates--1945 to 1952--
are comparable (except for children of kindergarten
age, as indicated below) with respect to the cover=-
age of schools and colleges.

For children 5 and 6 years old, the enrollment
data for 1947 to 1952 shown in table A are comparable
with each other but not with those for the years
1945 and 1946, The 5-year-olds (and, to a lesser
extent, 6-year-olds) classified as "enrolled" in 1945
and 1946 1ncluded some kindergarten children among
them, whereas 1n the 1947 to 1952 surveys those
children who were enrolled in kindergarten were sep-

‘ninth to twelfth grades),

arately 1dentified and eliminated <from the school
enrollment figures.

Type of school.--The . statistics on type of
school 1indicate the number of persons enrolled at
each of three levels: elementary school (generally
first to eighth grades), high school (generally
and college or profes-
sional school, The last group 1includes graduate
students in colleges or unlversities, Persons en-
rolled 1in junior high school through the eighth
grade are classified as 1in elementary school, and
the others as in high school,

Public or private school.--In this report, a
public school is defined as any educational institu-
tion under the legal control of a public body.

Years of school completed.--Data on years of
school completed in this report were derived, as in
the 1950 Census, from the combination of answers to
two questions, (a) "whHat 1s the highest grade of.
school that he has attended? and (b) '"Did he finish
this grade?"' Both questions were asked of all per-
sons 14 years old and over,

The questions on educational attainment applied
only to progress in '"regular" schools, as defined in
the section on "School enrollment,"

The 1947 figures oneducational attainment shown
in this report were derived from a single question
on highest grade of school completed., There is some
evidence that in answer to the single question re-
spondents frequently reported the year or greade in
which they had last been enrolled, 1instead of the
one completed. The 1952 questions tend to reduce
this kind of error. It ls possible, therefore, that
the apparent amount of increase in educetional
attainment Dbetween 1947 and 1952 would have been
greater than that shown 1in this report if the ques-
tions had been the same in both surveys.

The median year of school completed may be
defined as that year which divides the population
group 1into two equal parts--one-half having com-
pleted more schooling and one-half having ccmpleted
less schooling than the median. These medians are
expressed in terms of a continuous series of numbers
representing years of school completed. For example,
the completion of the first year of high school 1is
indiceted by 9 and the first year of college by 13.

Illiteracy.--In 1952, as in past censuses and
surveys, persons who could not both reed and write a
simple message elther in English or any other lan-
guage were classified as 1lliterate, Thus, 111it-
erates include persons who sre able to read but not
write. Persons who formerly knew how to read and
write but who were uneble to do so at the time of
the survey because of mental or physical impairment,
such as blindness, are classified as literate.
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In Cctober 1952, the question con literacy was
askea of those persons 14 yesrs old and over who had
completed less then 6 years of school; all persons
who had completed 6 or more years of school were
classified as literate. In October 1947, the 1lit-
eracy question was asked only of those completing
less than 5 years of school. Since only about 1 per-
cent of those with 5 years of schooling were re-
ported as 1lliterate in 1952, this difference in
coverage was not an important source of change in
the 1lliteracy rate between 1947 and 1952,

Veteran status.--A civilian who served as a
member of the Armed Forces of the United States on
active duty is considered a "veteran of World War II"
if such service was at any time between September 16,
1940, and July 25, 1947, and a "veteran of service
since July 1950" if the service was at least in part
between July 1, 1950, and the time of the survey.
Data on veteran status are shown in this report for
males only.

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

The estimates for the years 1945 through 1952
presented in this report are based on data obteined
in connection with the Bureau of the Census monthly
population sample survey, the sample consisting of
about 25,000 househonlds 1located in 68 areas in 42
States and the District of Columbia,

The estimating procedure used 1in the surveys
after 1945 involved, as a final step, the inflation
of weighted sample results to independent estimates
of the civilian noninstitutional population of the
United States by age, sex, and veteran ststus. These
independent estimates were based on statistics from
the 1940 Census of Population; statistics of births,

deaths, immigration, and emigration; and statistics
on the strength of the Armed Forces and separation
records. The estimating procedure used in the 1945
survey involved the above adjustments by age and sex
but not by veteran status. ’

Since the estimates, except the independent es-
timates mentioned above, are based on sample data,
they are subject to sampling variablility.

The sampling variability of an absolute esti-
mate depends not only on the size of the estimate
but also on the distribution of the estimate by the
age, sex, and veteran status control grcups. The
following are examples of the sampling variability
of absolute estimates: the number of persons 25 to
29 years of age enrolled in school 1in October 1952
was estimated at 296,000, The chances are about 19
out of 20 that a complete census would have ylelded
a figure between 213,000 and 379,000,

The number of persons 30 to 34 years of age who
have completed 4 years of college was estimated at
890,000, The chances are about 19 out of 20 that a
complete census would have ylelded a figure between
751,000 and 1,029,000, The total number of i1lit-
erates 14 years of age and over was estimated at
2,780,000, The chances are about 19 out of 20 that
a complete census would have ylelded a figure be-
tween 2,527,000 and 3,033,000,

The reliability of an estimated percentage de-
pends upon both the size of the percentage and the
size of the total on which it is based, Table C pre-
sents the approximate sampling variability of esti-
mated percentages based on totals of selected sizes
for the United States 1in the years 1945 through
1952:

Table C.--SAMPLING VARIABILITY OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE

And if the size of the base is--

If the estimated 40,000,000

20,000,000 | 10,000,000

T
5,000,000 3,000,000 1,000,000 500,000 | 200,000

percentage is--

Then the chances are about 19 out of 20 that the difference between the estimated percentage and the perceatage
which would have been obtained from a complete census is less than--

F TR TR

0.3 0.5 l 0.
0.5 0.8 1.
0.7 1.0 1.
1.0 1.5 2.
1.2 1.7 i 2

1.0 1.2 2.2 3.0 4.8
1.5 1.9 3.4 4.7 7.5
2.1 2.7 4.6 6.5 10.3
3.0 3.8 6.6 9.4 14.9
3.4 4.4 7.6 10.8 17.2

The reliability of an estimeted median depends
upon the distrivution for which the median is belng
computed as well as on the size of the base. Among
persons 25 to 29 years old in October 1952, the
median number of school years completed was esti-
mated at 12.2. The chances are about 19 out of 20
that a complete census would have ylelded a figure
between 12.1 and 12.3.

The estimates of sampling wvariability shown
above are not directly applicable to differences ob-
tained by subtracting one figure from another. The

sampling variability 1n an observed difference be-
tween two estimates depends on the sampling vari-
ability of each of the estimates and the correlation
between them.

In addition to
mates are subject to

sampling varlation, the esti-
biases due to errors of response
and to nonreporting. There is evidence that 1n the
survey veterans were underrepresented 1in the sample
relative to nonveterans and that some veterans were
incorrectly reported as nonveterans. Veterans whose
length of service was short may in some cases be
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.erroneously clessified as nonveterans by the re- The individual figures in this report from 1946
spondent. Therefore, elthough the total number of to 1951 are rounded to the nearest .thousend without
veterans hes been made to agree’ with the independent heing adjusted to group totals, which are independ-
estimate, the distrivution of veterans by school en- ently rounded. Percentages are computed from the
rollment may be affected. | rounded figures.
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